
Aldershot Financial Group guides families through decisions that affect their financial well being and 

investments. We are the 'go to' people in Aldershot when a life event requires sound financial advice. 
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Ah January, a time of predictions 
and resolutions. But first, a few 
quick highlights from 2015.  This 
was a travel year for us.  In England, 
we joyously welcomed our new 
grandson, Brogan, into the world.  In 
Italy we enjoyed some very fine food 
(and wine) and in Holland we had a 
fun-filled visit with Viv’s sister. The 
end of 2015 brought a change to our 

office.   

My son, Geoff, has moved onto a new career in the 
insurance industry.  He is now an Account Execu-
tive with Empire Life and no longer with Aldershot 
Financial Group. I can only be pleased for Geoff, as 
my father was pleased for me, when I chose not to 
follow his career path many years ago!   More con-
gratulations are in order for Geoff - he got engaged 
on Christmas Eve!  Plans are on for an October 
wedding and we look forward to officially welcoming 
Jenn to our family. 

Could I have predicted the events in my own family 
this year?  I don’t think so. The future is unknown, 
but the human need for predictions has been 
around as long as oracles, gypsy tents and tea 
reading.  We are always looking forward and if we 
have a prediction to guide us we feel in control of 
our future.  But predictions - especially financial 
predictions are often wrong1.  If you google “2016 
financial predictions” you’ll receive a whopping 40 
million results!  That’s a whole lot of opinions on 
interest rates, global economies, stock picks, ex-
change rates, market upturns, market downturns 
etc.  I was reading an interesting article from our 
Dimensional Funds website titled “2016: Ten Pre-
dictions to Count On” by Jim Parker.  He states:  

“We are all free to speculate about what might hap-
pen in the economy and markets.  The danger 
comes when you base your investment strategy on 
such opinions.2”  He goes on to list predictions you 
can count on to come true in 2016 – I have includ-
ed my favourites: 

 

 There will be unexpected news. Some of 
this will move prices. 

 Acres of newsprint will be devoted to the 
likely path of interest rates. 

 Acres more will speculate on China’s 
growth outlook. 

 TV pundits will frequently and loudly debate 
short-term market direction. 

 A new book will say the rules no longer 
work and everything has changed. 

 Another new book will say nothing has real-
ly changed and the old rules still apply. 

A resolution for 2016?  Stay the course -- be con-
fident that your financial plan is working for you. 
Predictions get your attention but they shouldn’t 
get our money. 

In closing, I’ll just mention that 2016 got off to an 
energetic start! Viv and I experienced Chubby 
Checker in concert at Casino Rama -- wow, that 
man can dance!  Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1New York Times -- One Prediction is Sure: Wall Street Will 

  Be Wrong - January 10, 2016 - by Jeff Sommer 

2Outside the Flags - 2016: Ten Predictions to Count On -  

  January 12, 2016 - by Jim Parker 
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This graph represents a model portfolio using 45% DFA Five-Year Global Fixed Income Fund Class A, 15% DFA Canadian Core Equity Fund Class 
A, 15% DFA US Core Equity Fund Class A (from January 31, 2008 to January 31, 2009) / DFA US Core Equity Fund Class A (H) (from January 31, 
2009 to December 31, 2015), 15% DFA International Core Equity Fund Class A and 10% DFA Global Real Estate Securities Fund Class A, initially 
invested on January 31, 2008 with pricing up to December 31, 2015 using monthly data and rebalanced on a month-end basis. The data series has 
been smoothed. 

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees, and expenses may all be associated with mutual fund investments. The indicated rates of 
return are the historical annual compounded total returns including changes in unit/share value and reinvestment of all distributions/dividends. They 
do not take into account sales, redemption, distribution or optional charges or income taxes payable by any security holder that would have reduced 
returns. Mutual funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. Please read the prospectus 
and consult your Advisor before investing. 
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This material is provided for general information and is subject to change without notice. Every effort has been made to compile this material from 
reliable sources however no warranty can be made as to its accuracy or completeness. Before acting on any of the above, please make sure to see 
me for individual financial advice based on your personal circumstances.  The opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those 
of Aligned Capital Partners Inc.  Aligned Capital Partners Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and is registered with the In-
vestment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. 

Canada Revenue Agency Scam 

Scammers impersonating the Canada Revenue Agency are ramping up tactics and 
"spoofing" phone numbers to make it appear the agency and police are calling you.  

They deliberately use CRA and police names and numbers on call display to fool you 
into thinking they are the real authorities telling you an audit shows you owe the govern-
ment back taxes and you must pay up immediately. 

Their cons, threats, and pressure tactics are so prolific now that police are countering 
with more awareness campaigns, the latest coming from the RCMP this month. 

Be vigilant if you get a call from someone claiming to be from the CRA or police de-
manding tax arrears payment. 

Source:  Hamilton Spectator 
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