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England in the Spring me!  Before tax 
season hit with full force, Viv and I trav‐
elled over the pond to a end the bap sm 
of our grandson Brogan.  Thousands and 
thousands of daffodils and crocuses were 
in full bloom all about Liverpool, and I 
fully appreciated them especially now as 
it doesn’t look like our flowers are coming 
up any me soon!     
 

We stayed with family in Liverpool, Viv’s hometown, a city 
I appreciate more and more every me we visit.  I find the 
history of the old docks par cularly fascina ng.  The old 
Liverpool docks were capable of opening/closing giant 
gates during dal shi s le ng boats unload their cargo at 
dockside unaffected by the des.  This meant ships could 
be loaded and unloaded in a record 1 1/2 days instead of 
the usual 12 ‐‐ 14 days!  It was this innova on that made 
Liverpool the second largest port a er London. 
 
Brogan was bap zed in historic St. Mary’s Church.  He was 
as good as gold for the Vicar as water from the 1,000 year 
old font was gently placed on his head.  We reflected on 
the fullness of life ahead of Brogan and the vows we 
made.  Celebra ons con nued with a birthday party for 
Viv at the beau ful Panoramic 34 restaurant overlooking 
the present day docks on the River Mersey.  This was the 
first me Viv celebrated her birthday back in Liverpool 
with her family since moving to Canada in 2007.   
 
Our me in England definitely “tugged at our heart‐
strings”‐‐ bap sms, birthdays, home and mee ng up with 
dear friends and family.  Emo ons are part of our everyday 
lives.  But emo on is a funny thing when it comes to in‐
ves ng.  It’s difficult not to be worried when the press 
bombards us with bad news whether economic woes or 
world news.  One study showed that emo ons, and the 
behaviours they trigger were part of the reason individual 
investors (not you!) had below market returns for over the 
past 20 years!    

 
 
 
 

 
The feelings triggered by financial uncertainty are real.  
These feelings cannot be ignored but their effect must be 
tempered in the investment world.  As your financial advi‐
sor, part of my job is “to manage the things that can be 

managed.”  That includes reducing expenses by keep‐
ing costs low, diversifying your por olio through the 
funds you hold, minimizing tax consequences and 
providing a disciplined evidence‐based approach to 
inves ng.  Discipline is o en an unfriendly word but 
believe me it’ll be your friend if it keeps your emo‐

ons in check and consequently your financial plan on 
track.   
 
Morningstar had this headline ”DFA’s Disciplined Ap‐
proach Earns It a Top Mark”.  The funds you hold with 
Dimensional have the resources of world class re‐
search behind them.  I would like to show you this 
quote  
 

“Each strategy the firm adopts must be  
economically sound and backed by substan al 
empirical evidence that it has consistently  
delivered a rac ve returns across different 
markets and me periods.  DFA draws heavily 
on academic research to develop strategies.  
For example, it maintains consul ng rela on‐
ships with several finance professors, including 
two Nobel laureates, to stay on the cu ng 
edge of financial research.”   

 
How many mutual funds can say that? 
 
I have just returned from a Dimensional Conference in 
Toronto and will tell you more about this great com‐
pany and the funds you hold in next month’s news‐
le er.  An interes ng read – I promise! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Liverpool— h ps://www.facebook.com/LiverpoolPicturebook/
posts/947720565316204 
2 How to Avoid Emo onal Inves ng by Kris na Zucchi, CFA 
3 Emo ons and Inves ng – Don’t let your feelings cloud your  

investment decisions. The Commerce Trust Company 
4 Morningstar DFA’s Disciplined Approach Earns It a Top Mark ‐ 
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“Newspapers are in the business of  
selling adver sing not investment advice” 



This graph represents a model portfolio using 45% DFA Five-Year Global Fixed Income Fund Class A, 15% DFA Canadian Core Equity Fund Class 
A, 15% DFA US Core Equity Fund Class A (from January 31, 2008 to January 31, 2009) / DFA US Core Equity Fund Class A (H) (from January 31, 
2009 to March 31, 2016), 15% DFA International Core Equity Fund Class A and 10% DFA Global Real Estate Securities Fund Class A, initially in-
vested on January 31, 2008 with pricing up to March 31, 2016 using monthly data and rebalanced on a month-end basis. The data series has been 
smoothed. 

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees, and expenses may all be associated with mutual fund investments. The indicated rates of 
return are the historical annual compounded total returns including changes in unit/share value and reinvestment of all distributions/dividends. They 
do not take into account sales, redemption, distribution or optional charges or income taxes payable by any security holder that would have reduced 
returns. Mutual funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. Please read the prospectus 
and consult your Advisor before investing.   
 
MoneySense Approved is not responsible for any advice or other communication provided to an investor by any Financial Advisor. Rogers/
MoneySense makes no representations or warranties as to the suitability of any particular Financial Advisor and/or investment for a specific inves-
tor.  Visit MoneySense.ca/approved for the full methodology. 
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This material is provided for general information and is subject to change without notice. Every effort has been made to compile this material from 
reliable sources however no warranty can be made as to its accuracy or completeness. Before acting on any of the above, please make sure to see 
me for individual financial advice based on your personal circumstances.  The opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those 
of Aligned Capital Partners Inc.  Aligned Capital Partners Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and is registered with the In-
vestment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. 

Victoria Tower, Liverpool 

Victoria Tower, o en referred to as the 'docker's clock', is a six sided (hexagonal) clock tower and 

was built as an aid to ships using the port, it allowed them to set the me accurately as they sailed 

out to Sea. Having six clock faces the me was clearly visible from any angle.  

h p://www.360ci es.net/image/victoria‐tower‐dockers‐clock‐liverpool‐england 
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