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New Orleans, a little corner of the 
American South that celebrates al-
most anything!1 And celebrate they 
did.  Vivienne and I were in New  
Orleans last month for the start of 
Mardi Gras celebrations. We 
watched the 12th Day Reveler’s Ball 
and Parade kick things off on  
January 6th.  This was also the kick 
off to the slightly less  

colourful, but equally interesting, Aligned  
Capital Partners Advisor Conference. 
 

First, a few things about Mardi Gras.  A local histo-
rian took us through a fascinating history lesson.  
The roots of the Revelers began in Ancient Rome 
and changed through the centuries due to  
Christianity.  Mardi Gras is always 46 days before 
Easter.  Through the centuries Italian, French and  
English customs were picked up (even Russian) 
and the Europeans that came to New Orleans were 
happy to incorporate them all into their celebra-
tions.  The colours of Mardi Gras were adopted 
from the Russian Prince Romanov and are purple, 
green and gold.2 

 

There was some talk of gold at the Aligned Capital 
Partners conference and much talk about markets, 
investing, fees, taxes and future initiatives.  A 
wealth of information was presented over three 
days!  Here are a few highlights: 
 

I was very pleased to hear that National Bank has 
committed $10 million dollars for further upgrades 
to the client portal.  If you have not already signed 
onto the portal, please register on-line for access. 
 

We were updated on tax regulations by Peter  
Bowen, tax partner of Price Waterhouse Coopers. 
He cautioned that snowbirds need to watch out for 
the “Substantial Presence Test” whereby you could 
accidently become a US citizen for tax purpose if 
you fail the rolling 3 year test.  The test says that if 
the number of days is > 182 you WILL be  

considered a US citizen for tax purposes.  Let me 
show you an example of how the calculation 
works. 

Some of the other speakers included a fund man-
ager that believes in market timing, another that 
believes in private equity and a third in small cap 
activism.  All active “style of the day” investing 
methodologies.  All very engaging speakers but 
they really just served to cement my belief that 
their lack of persistent success and high cost are 
simply interference to real investors. 
 

Head of BNS Asset Management World Wide, 
Jordy Chillcott explained that the regulatory envi-
ronment is now the driving force in the financial 
industry with transparency of fees and value for 
advice being top priorities.  They showed us a 
humorous look at these serious topics through on-
line Baby E-Trade commercials. 
 

The conference strongly confirmed to me that 
Aligned Capital Partners and National Bank are 
solid, forward thinking companies who are invest-
ing in the future and that the fee platform and  
financial advice based business model we moved 
to eight years ago is still the best for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1,2 New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau 
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This graph represents a model portfolio using 45% DFA Five-Year Global Fixed Income Fund Class A, 15% DFA Canadian Core Equity Fund Class 
A, 15% DFA US Core Equity Fund Class A (from January 31, 2008 to January 31, 2009) / DFA US Core Equity Fund Class A (H) (from January 31, 
2009 to January 31, 2016), 15% DFA International Core Equity Fund Class A and 10% DFA Global Real Estate Securities Fund Class A, initially 
invested on January 31, 2008 with pricing up to January 31, 2016 using monthly data and rebalanced on a month-end basis. The data series has 
been smoothed. 

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees, and expenses may all be associated with mutual fund investments. The indicated rates of 
return are the historical annual compounded total returns including changes in unit/share value and reinvestment of all distributions/dividends. They 
do not take into account sales, redemption, distribution or optional charges or income taxes payable by any security holder that would have reduced 
returns. Mutual funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. Please read the prospectus 
and consult your Advisor before investing. 
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This material is provided for general information and is subject to change without notice. Every effort has been made to compile this material from 
reliable sources however no warranty can be made as to its accuracy or completeness. Before acting on any of the above, please make sure to see 
me for individual financial advice based on your personal circumstances.  The opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those 
of Aligned Capital Partners Inc.  Aligned Capital Partners Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and is registered with the In-
vestment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. 

New Orleans  

Sold To Napoleon: At the beginning of the 19th century, both New Orleans and 
all the surrounding areas were sold to Napoleon Bonaparte during what was 
known as the Louisiana Purchase.  

Highest Number Of Historic Districts: New Orleans has no less than twenty 
historic districts, more than other cities in the US. 

Tombs Are Above Ground:  Tombs are located above the ground in cemeter-
ies, given the high water table in the area.  

 
Source:  http://www.venere.com/blog/top-15-fun-facts-new-orleans/ 
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